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A cal considerations. In other words, he acted heroically ' '

~1® #ngage a 'nlg}m adversary In combat. He, \\"ho had ¢
a2 ¥ keenness of a pragmatic “naa during his long sojourn i

7 {eap into the “absurd” in the darkness of a strange nigl
declared war upon an invincible enemy ’
What Jacoh manifested was not keach, strength. b
ploy e TR TEas O dEspairs and logic retreats ByER
W\ jacoh unexpect dl)- ;ounc‘ himself tl‘w victor, the hero.
over the possible and logical: heraism, not lagic, won the dav
ts this nmeiy Lhe story of one individuals experience” Is it not in facr the sto ory of Kiesses

.

i
Ao \»4 M vt jo s .7 i i [
thrael, an ennty which is engaged in an “absurd” struggle Hor i

ob w.as alone, weak and unarmed. a novice
1ihe art of warfare. His ansagonist was a powerful profes

nousands of VEaAr 57
Th" hevo of classical man was the arandiose fgure with whom man ident ned hmsei in order

{{, tosausfyhis “n?es: vaply Hero worship is essentiallv self-worship. The clzssical 10e7 of Reraism

ol sUTVIval

which is aestheric in its very essence, lacks the element of absurdity and is intrinsically dramatic
and theatrical. The hero is an actor who performs in order to impress an appreciative audience. The
crowd cheers; the chronicler records: countless generations afterwards admire; bards and minstrels
sing of the here. The classical heroic gesture represents disenchanted man, who tries to achieve
immortality and permanence by identifying himsel! with the heroic figure on the stage. It does not
represent a way of life. Tt lasts for a while, \1bram and forceful, but soon man reverts to the non-
hercic mood of everyday living

In conrrass Lo "l’iSSl al aest hem 1'1°r015'n Blblln.ai ’neroism s portra\'ed in.the narrative a_gat
Jacob, is not nurtured by an ephermneral
mootif in our ex
strange feeling of trangit
and exciternent. Bibhcal herm:m is 1ot ecstatic but contemplative; not loud but hushed; not dra-
matic or spectacuiar but muie. The individual, instead of undertaking heroic action sporadically,

'uaT e\peneme It perv 2d3s the hama mind st eaagly. and 1mpa;ts 10 man a
7Y The heroic person, according to our view. does not succureb 1o frenzy

lives constantly as a kero. Jacob did not just act heroically upon the spur of the moment. His action
A\ was indicative of a resohute way of tife: he was not out to impress anybody This type of heroics lasts
as long as man is aware of himself as a singular being.
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{ Antisemitism Type 3 - Philistine Political Denialism

\ The Vilna Gaon’s first two forms of antisemitism were not new to me,
although the way the Gaon presented them with short and sharp defini-

A ‘SM\S\’\ (Ssm.}.(/: tions atrributing them to Moab and Edom respectively was unique. At the
same time, though, these are well-known forms with ancient historical and

Trw ‘N" Wl 1 biblical roots. For me, the great novel idea lay in the Vilna Gaon’s third cat-

{ wl . .. . . .
A\ H egory of antisemitism, which not only has ancient roots but startled me in

(‘h\g\) O Vet

its relevance for today with the return to Jewish statehood. This introduced
an amazing paradigm shift in defining a new category of antisemitism — the
Philistine kind.

The Vilna Gaon explains that the biblical Philistines had a single-minded

dedication to denying the Jewish People any form of governance or sovereign

presence in the Land of Jsrael.

Remarkably, throughout biblical history, the Philistines’ main spiritual
function as presented in the Tanach (Hebrew Bible’)w_g_gos;r_bﬁ_]ﬁndsh
People’s claim to any form of sovereign presence in this land. They felt that
for Jews to live as disparate tribes without a central government was accept-
able. So was living as temporary nomads in the land, but not as permanent
settlers. Throughout over a thousand years of biblical history, the Philistines

opposed a sovereign Jewish presence in Eretz Yisrael.

It was therefore the Philistines who constantly challenged both Avraham
and Yitzchak ([saac) as they sought to fulfil G-d’s promise and establish a
permanent presence and dig wells for their family in the land.

Amazingly, the first two kings of Israel, Shau! (Saul) and David, as men-
tioned in the books of Shmuel (Samuel), were consistently opposed by the
Phi_ETTnes, who fought twenty bartles with them as they attempted to estab-
fish a central governance. Both Shaul and David attempted to unite the dis-

parate tribes of Israel into one sovereign entity under a united kingship. It
was this atcempr at governance which evoked such harsh opposition from
the Philistines. They refused to have any of it — no king, no central govern-
ment, and no sovereign presence. Indeed, Shaul and Yonatan (Jonathan), his
son, were killed in this first war of independence of the nascent kingdom,
and David was miraculously saved from his confrontation with the giant
Philistine Goliath. He was to battle the Philistine threat constantly during
the entire time of establishing his kingdom.

Incredibly; this is exacdy the form that the modern-day opposition to
Jewish statehood has taken. It uses the same name, Palestinian — based on
the Latin translation of the Philistines, although the modern-day Palestinians

have no religious, historical, or cultural connection to the ancient Philistines

whatsgever. Nevertheless, We CAnnot Overlook the significance of their name
echoing that of an ancient enemy of the Jews. In so many ways, as we shall
examine, the modern-day Palestinians and the anti-Zionist delegitimization
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campaign are fighting the exact same barile as the ancient Philistines, While

not biological descendants at all, they are the spiritual heirs of the ancient

biblical role so sharply defined by the Gaon of Vilna SImply put, 1t s a
hatred of a Jewish state — vehement opposition to any claim of ownership of

the land and desire for any sovereign presence therein.

The focal point of this type of antisemitism is a hatred of the Jewish

People’s claim to Eretz Yisrae] (the Land ofW

The Vllna Gaon ( 1720-1 797)

Rﬂbbi Ehyahu Kramer popularly known sunply as the Gaon of Vllna or
the Vilna Gaon, Was one ef the most mﬂuennal rabblmc leaders in the ast
three hundred yea.rs BN S -

He Was a person who had no fonnal Ieadershxp m:le and Was not the
head of any mst1tut10n He was not a ms/? yesbzwz (yesh,wa dean) nor a lead-

ing dayzm (}udge) of a xabbxmc court, nor Was he the rabb1 of a town. His .

1eadersh1p did not stem from the authomy ofa position but rather from

the moral authority of his persona. Those Who saw . both hls gemus and’

righteousness would seek our his counsel He became known as the Gaon
of Vilna as his fame spread across the Jewish world. S
He would transform Lhc ]ew1sh world in two 51gn1ﬁcant ways wzth wo

rémarkable enterprises, . . .- : L NSNS
The first was the network of L:thuaman yc:shlvot In t;he elghteenth

century, there were no fonnal yeshwo: where people came espccmll} o

study. : . -
The Vﬂna Gaons leadmg student w Rabbl. Ch_alm of Volozhm, who
smched W1th him for thm:y years. Ra' (
of the gaon, and thus was founded the fam,
lozhin, the Iargesr and 1 most famous of the Lithuanian yeshwot o
Besides being the i inspiration for the foundmg of the famed yeshiva

-eshwgt Erz Chaylm of Vo-

world, the Vilna Gaon inspired another revolutionary movement: collec- |

tive rehgious aliyah. The Gaon became famous for | inspiring many of his
top students and their farmhes (numbermg in the hundreds) to settie in
Eretz Yisrael. They saw the setthng in the land and building of the city of
}erusaiem as the atchalia degeulab, the beginning of the redemption.
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_ted a'yeshiva in the spirit .
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